
310 CRIME AND DELINQUENCY 

Indictable offences are grouped into six classes as shown in Table 2. In 1955 persona 
convicted of assaults of various kinds and obstructing police represented 79.4 p.c. of 
Class I, which covers crimes against the person. In that year 16 persons were convicted 
of murder, 7 of attempted murder and 43 of manslaughter as compared with 15, 4 and 81 
respectively in 1954. 

Classes II to V cover offences against property. Thieves predominate among the 
offenders in these classes, and burglars and robbers whose serious crimes involve acts of 
violence are the next most numerous. In Class VI which includes miscellaneous offences 
the most numerous convictions are for offences connected with the improper operation of 
motor vehicles. In 1955 there were 349 offenders under the Opium and Narcotic Drug 
Act, of whom 242 were convicted of possessing heroin, 249 were males and 308 were born 
in Canada. British Columbia courts convicted 59.3 p.c. of the drug offenders and Ontario 
courts 23.2 p.c. 

2.—Adults Charged and Convicted of Indictable Offences by Class of Offence 1951 and 1955 
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i Includes abortion, assault against females or wife, indecent assault, carnal knowledge, incest, procuration, 
attempted rape and seduction. 

Class and Offence 

Class I.—Offences against the 
Person 

Abduction 
Assault, common, aggravated and 

on police 
Offences against females1  

Manslaughter and murder 
Attempted murder; shooting and 

wounding ;  
Non-support, desertion 
Other offences against the person... 

Class n.—Offences against Prop­
erty with Violence 

Burglary and robbery 

Class m.—Offences against Prop­
erty without Violence 

Fraud, embezzlement and false 
pretences 

Receiving stolen goods 
Theft 

Class IV.—Malicious Offences 
against Property 

Arson 
Malicious damage to property 

Class V.—Forgery and Other Of­
fences against the Currency— 

Offences against currency 
Forgery and uttering forged docu­

ments 

Class VI.—Offences not included in 
the Foregoing Classes 

Dangerous or reckless driving 
Driving car while ability impaired.. 
Driving car while drunk 
Opium and Narcotic Drug Act, 

offences against 
Gambling and lotteries 
Keeping bawdy houses and inmates. 
Various 

Grand Totals 


